


2  |  48th Annual Conference October 24-26, 2025 at FIU in Miami, FL  |  3

SPONSORS CONTENTS
Our programming for the 48th Annual Conference has been made possible by the support 

and partnership of our sponsors listed below. The Association would also like to thank Florida 
International University for being our hosts and making this conference a success.

Lazarus Extended Family Nihal Goonewardene

Michael Malinowski

John Vogel Antonio Lewis Yadira Dennis

Fulbright Germany Alumni Association

Consulate General of France in Boston

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Walter McCollum, PhD, President and 

Board Chair
Leland Lazarus, Vice President and 

Board Vice Chair
Kamala Raghavan, Finance 

Committee Chair and Treasurer
Howard Kwon, Governance and 

Nominating Chair
Eric Lopez, Advancement Committee 

Chair and Secretary
Patrice Moulton, Risk and Strategy 

Committee Chair

BOARD MEMBERS
Christian Bolden, Director
Wen-Kuni Ceant, Director
Greg Cooper, Director
Michael DeLucia, Director
Emmanuel Dorley, Director
Heather Godsmark, Director
Cara Grayer, Director
Sarah Happel, Director
Catherine Kodat, Director
Michael Malinowski, Director
Kevin Quigley, Director
Roberto Rivera, Director
Réka Szemerkényi, Director
Matthew D. Shank, Director
John Vogel, Director
Torsten Kracht, Esq., Legal Counsel

STAFF
Tammy Hettinger, Executive Director
Munir Sayegh, Director for 

Communications and Data
Fiona Breslin, Assistant Director for 

Membership and Administration
Shaz Akram, Senior Development 

Consultant
Conor Murphy, Membership and 

Engagement Fellow
Rhyu Olide, Digital Communications & 

Data Insights Intern

SELMA JEANNE COHEN
DANCE LECTURE AWARD 
COMMITTEE
Laurel Victoria Gray (2009 awardee)
Madeleine Hackney (2015 awardee)
Roman Baca (2019 awardee)
Janaki Patrik (2020 awardee)
Dana Tai Soon Burgess (2021 awardee)
Janaki Nair (2022 awardee)
Brennan Delattre (2024 awardee)

page
2

4-5

7

8

9-10

12

14

15

29

34-36

37

38

39

content
SPONSORS

FIU CAMPUS MAP

SCHEDULE

WELCOME

PLENARY SPEAKERS

FRIDAY SCHEDULE

SATURDAY SCHEDULE

PEER REVIEWERS

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS

U.S. CHAPTER NETWORK

1946 SOCIETY

LIFETIME AWARD BIO

Leland Lazarus 
(Chair)

Birgitta Rausch-
Montoto (Co-Chair)

Tan Abascal
Pamela Berkowsky
Celia Maria Blandon
Natalie Cabral
Julissa Castellanos
Judy Chin
Daniel Flynn
Adele Garkida
Sarah Happel
Catherine Kodat
Ashley Floyd Kuntz

Mary McCall Leland
Eric Lopez
Assefa Melesse
Bryce M. Moulton
Patrice Moulton
Kenia Najera
Lynne Ogren
Roberto Rivera
Anthony Rionda
Adam Sachs
Angela Salmon
Central Reservations 
Office Team

Malena Torres

CONFERENCE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE

Leland Lazarus 
(Chair)

Wen-Kuni Ceant	
(Co-Chair)

Amber Amparo
Danielle Barreras
Ashleigh Brown-Grier
Meilin Chong
Andreas Dewald
Vanessa Diaz

MacKenzie Galloway
Allison Gilmore
Keegan Julius
Mary McCall Leland
Eric Lopez
Bryce M Moulton
Patrice Moulton
Kelly Nguyen
Lynne Ogren
Amanda Poppe

FULBRIGHT YOUTH SUMMIT 
PLANNING COMMITTEE



4  |  48th Annual Conference October 24-26, 2025 at FIU in Miami, FL  |  5

Route to Parking 
 
Route to Main Conference 
 
Parking Location 
 
Rideshare & Shuttle
Drop-off/Pickup 
 
SIPA 1 & SIPA 2
Main Conference 
 
Oct. 25 GC – Youth Summit 
 
Oct. 24 Road Closure
6am – 6pm 
 
Oct. 24 PVH – 1946 Society 
Dinner (invitation only) 
 
Oct. 25 SASC – Plenary

Modesto Maidique Campus

Conference Badges
Conference badges are required to participate 
in conference sessions and any meals 
provided by the conference. Your badge not 
only indicates that you are registered for the 
conference but serves to build community 
among attendees. 

Emergency Contact
FIU Police Department (24 Hrs – 7 Days/Week)
Modesto Maidique Campus: (305) 348-5911

Social Media - #FACON25
Join in on the conversation via LinkedIn, X, 
Facebook, and Instagram! Participants should 
use #FACON25 as the hashtag for the event. 

Exhibitors
Please visit our exhibitors in SIPA II 102 
(Pavilion) throughout the conference. 
Dedicated exhibitor sessions are Saturday, Oct. 
25 from 8:30–9:15 a.m., 11:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m., 
and 3:00–3:45 p.m., and Sunday, Oct. 26 from 
10:15–11:00 a.m. Also visit the ADST Diplomacy 
Travel Exhibit on Friday, Oct. 24, 5:00–7:00 
p.m., in the SIPA II Lobby.

Lost and Found
Lost and found articles should be turned 
into and/or retrieved from the conference 
registration desk.

WiFi

Please note that guest access is only granted 
on a daily basis. In other words, you’ll need to 
re-register each day.

ADA Accommodation
Should you need an ADA accommodation to 
participate in a University event, program, 
or activity or need to request materials 
in an accessible format, please contact 
FIU’s Office of Civil Rights Compliance and 
Accessibility (CRCA) at 305-348-2785 or 
accommodations@fiu.edu. All requests for 
ADA accommodation or accessible materials 
for this event must be submitted to CRCA at 
least seven (7) business days prior to the event 
or at the earliest possible opportunity.

1.	 Connect to the network labeled FIU_WiFi. 
Not automatically redirected? You can 
trigger the redirection by browsing to an 
HTTP site such as http://network.fiu.edu

2.	 Read the terms of use and accept by 
clicking “connect”.
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9:00 am – 4:30 pm
12:00 pm – 5:00 pm
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
6:30 pm – 6:45 pm
6:45 pm – 8:00 pm
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

8:45 am – 12:15 pm
9:15 am – 10:00 am
10:15 am – 11:00 am
10:15 am – 11:00 am
10:15 am – 11:00 am
10:15 am – 11:00 am
11:15 am – 12:00 pm

SCHEDULE
Chapter, Affinity, and Interest Group Leader Workshop
FIU Student Summit “Civic Engagement with Global Reach”
Conference Check-In
ADST Diplomacy Travel Exhibit
Keynote Opening Night
Lifetime Achievement Award
Opening Reception
1946 Society Dinner (invitation only)
Happy Hour for Young Fulbrighters (invitation only)

Conference Check-In & Fulbright Store Open
Panel: Empowering Youth for Global Action
Poster Presentations
Roundtable Discussions
Exhibitors
Resume Review
Panel: AI’s Impact on Academia, Business, & Global Governance

Conference Check-In & Fulbright Store Open
Youth Summit
Poster Presentations
Roundtable Discussions
Exhibitors
Panel: Advocate - Advocacy in a Time of Global and 
Domestic Headwinds
Break
Selma Jeanne Cohen Dance Lecture: Sashar Zarif
Poster Presentations
Roundtable Discussions
Exhibitors
Resume Review
Luncheon (for all conference attendees)
Chapter and Interest Group Awards
Panel: Learn - Global Academic Exchange in a Changing 
Higher Ed Policy Landscape
Poster Presentations
Roundtable Discussions
Exhibitors
Panel: Engage - Global Ideas, Local Impact
Break
Plenary Fireside Chat: Grow - The Future of Work and the 
Skills to Thrive in It

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
8:00 am – 6:30 pm

8:30 am – 12:00 pm
8:30 am – 9:15 am
8:30 am – 9:15 am
8:30 am – 9:15 am

9:30 am – 10:15 am

10:15 am – 10:30 am
10:30 am – 11:15 am
11:30 am – 12:15 pm
11:30 am – 12:15 pm
11:30 am – 12:15 pm
11:30 am – 12:15 pm
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm
2:00 pm – 2:45 pm

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm
3:00 pm – 3:45 pm
3:00 pm – 3:45 pm
4:00 pm – 4:45 pm
4:45 pm – 5:00 pm
5:00 pm – 5:45 pm
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KHADIJA GHAZI
 VP of Innovation
and Development

Draper University

DR. FANTA AW
Exec. Director & CEO

NAFSA: Association of
International Educators

Tammy Hettinger

Executive Director

Dear Fulbrighters and Friends,

Welcome to Miami and to the 48th Annual Conference of the Fulbright Association, 
proudly hosted by Florida International University. We’re grateful for the time, talent, 
and generosity you bring to this vibrant community of learners, leaders, and global 
citizens.

Our theme—United We Stand—calls us to embrace unity in a time that demands 
collaboration and courage. Across disciplines and sectors, we gather to share 
evidence, exchange ideas, and explore pathways to deepen mutual understanding. 
The voices you’ll hear throughout the conference offer insights that spark action—
locally and globally—and we hope they inspire you to advocate, engage, and grow.

This year’s program features thought leaders from international education, 
diplomacy, civil society, and business, including representatives from NAFSA: 
Association of International Educators, SHRM, Council on Foreign Relations, World 
Affairs Councils of America, the Alliance for International Exchange, and ACE. 
Through plenary sessions, panels, and the Selma Jeanne Cohen Dance Lecture, we’ll 
explore pressing questions and practical steps forward.

Because connection thrives in conversation, much of our time together centers 
on posters, roundtables, and informal dialogue. We encourage you to take full 
advantage of Friday’s reception, Saturday’s luncheon, and the many moments in 
between. Students and emerging professionals will also find tailored opportunities 
to network and explore global career pathways.

As you return home, we hope you carry with you new tools, fresh partnerships, and 
renewed energy to advance the Fulbright mission in your communities. As alumni 
and friends, you hold the power to open doors, build bridges, and ensure that 
international exchange continues to be a force for good.

Thank you for your presence, your passion, and your continued support. Enjoy the 
conference—and stay connected.

Most sincerely,

Dr. Walter McCollum

President and Chair

WELCOME TO THE 48TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OF THE FULBRIGHT ASSOCIATION!
PLENARY SPEAKERS

DR. HILARY LANDORF
Assistant VP for

Global Learning Initiatives

Florida International University

FRANCESCA QUESADA DE COVEY

VP of Community Impact

Knight Foundation

MATTHEW HUGHES
President & CEO

World Affairs Councils of 
America

ADRIENNE JACOBS
Asst. Director & Head of Advocacy 

and Government Relations

Alliance for International Exchange

KAT DUFFY
Sr. Fellow for Digital &

Cyberspace Policy

Council on Foreign Relations

BASIL KHALIL
Vice President of Operations,

LatAm & Caribbean

FedEx

RODRICK MILLER
President and CEO

Miami-Dade Beacon Council

SCAN TO
READ BIOS
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SASHAR ZARIF
2025 Selma Jeanne Cohen 

Dance Lecture Awardee

NATALIA ZEA
 Chief Public Policy &
Engagement Officer

The Children’s Trust

JOHNNY C. TAYLOR, JR.
CEO

SHRM

CLINTON WHITE
Founder and CEO

Counselor Global Solutions

• Freedom of expression and in the values 
expressed in the First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States.

• An informed citizenry as essential for 
a representative democracy to function 
effectively.

• Engaged, equitable and inclusive 
communities.

WE  
BELIEVE  
IN:

KF.org | @knightfdn

Im
age: G

eorgi K
alaydzhiev/U

nsplash

SARAH YAGER
Washington Director

Human Rights Watch

SAM VAGHAR
Co-founder

Millennium Campus Network

SARAH SPREITZER
VP and Chief of Staff,
Government Relations

American Council
on Education

ANGELA SCHAFFER
Executive Director

Fund for Education Abroad

PLENARY SPEAKERS (CONT’D)

JESÚS ROSARIO
Senior Partnerships Director

Coursera

SCAN TO
READ BIOS
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

6:30 PM - 6:45 PM

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

6:45 PM - 8:00 PM

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

OPENING KEYNOTE

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HAPPY HOUR FOR YOUNG FULBRIGHTERS (INVITATION ONLY)

OPENING RECEPTION

1946 SOCIETY DINNER (INVITATION ONLY)	

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

SIPA II 102 (PAVILION)

SIPA I & II COURTYARD

PARKVIEW (PVH) 100

Johnny C. Taylor, Jr., CEO, Society for Human Resource Management
Basil Khalil, Vice President of Operations, LatAm & Caribbean, FedEx 
Moderator: Fanta Aw, PhD, CEO of NAFSA
Closing remarks: Lynne Ogren, South Florida Chapter President

Dr. Mary Ellen Heian Schmider — 2025 Lifetime Achievement Award 
honoree. For five decades she has advanced education and international 
understanding through visionary leadership in classrooms, higher 
education, and nonprofits, championing the Fulbright mission worldwide.
Additional recognition to the following: Dr. Jagannath Pati, Dr. Wael Rashid 
Abdulmajeed, Dr. Gene Tsudik, Dr. Philip O. Geier

Led by Bryce Moulton
Sponsored by South Florida Chapter, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office 
in Miami, and World Affairs Councils Miami
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The Khater–Hills Assisted Reminiscence Project: 
Intergenerational connections for college students and older 
adults
William E. Hills, Mohamed S. Khater, Karen T. Hills

Lived Experiences of Female International Graduate Students 
on Fulbright in the USA, a Phenomenological Study
Aqsa Tahir

From Home to Homepage for Women in Conflict and Restricted 
Societies
Manizha Wafeq

Is Rural Tourism Ready? Insights from Five Decades of Rural 
Tourism Research
Arini Murwindarti

Op-Eds: The Power of Public Writing to Connect History and 
Politics
Ena Ozaki

From Aristotle to Algorithms: Persuasion Power for Fulbright 
Advocacy
Parviz Jamalov

The Fulbrighter’s Toolkit for Global Unity and Impact
Jonathan Alloy

Echoes from the Past: Voices of Early Pakistani Anglophone 
Authors
Saleha Malik

Voices Across Borders: Using AI for Inclusive Storytelling
Nadiah Abidin

After the Silence: Unmemory and Holocaust Inheritance in Latin 
America
Andrea Fanta Castro

Fostering Global Health Education Through Collaboration: A 
U.S. and Trinidad and Tobago Case Study
Amy Paul-Ward, Kiara Matthews

Fulbright as a Platform for Policy: Rethinking Cultural Exchange 
through Global Health
Joseph Ekpo, Aidan Kenney

Brazilian and American Jurors’ Understanding of Children’s 
Testimony
Deborah Goldfarb, Sidnei Priolo Filho

Podcasting Culture in the Turkish Language Classroom: A 
Fulbright FLTA Experience
Elif Zühre

Increasing Biodiversity in Urban Areas
Ignacio Guarachi

1

5
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8

9

4

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

SIPA II 103

# POSTER

10

11

12

13

14

15

PEER REVIEWER VOLUNTEERS

Tan Abascal
Amber Amparo
Assefa Melesse
Jeronimo Augusto
Christian Bolden
Judy Chin
Meilin Chong
Vanessa Diaz

Emmanuel Dorley
Daniel Flynn
Annette Fromm
Allison Gilmore
Joel Heinen
Howard Kwon
Leland Lazarus
Eric Lopez

Walter McCollum
Lynne Ogren
Reynaldo Ortiz-Minaya
Roberto Rivera
Munir Sayegh
Malena Torres

Thank you to our peer reviewer volunteers who gave their time and attention to 
review the numerous proposals for this year’s annual conference. We thank them 
for their dedication to the Fulbright community.
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9:30 AM - 10:15 AM

PANEL: ADVOCATE

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

Between Two Nations: Building Human Bridges, Not Political 
Walls
Wendy Anel Vázquez Gómez

AI for Productivity: Practical Tools and Strategies
Julia Totskaya

Fulbright Innovation Hub: Advancing the Mission through 
Local Engagement by Redesigning the Purpose of Exchange, 
Education and Engagement for a Virtual Society with Shared 
Global Fulbright Values
Arthur Piszczatowski

Opening Doors to the World: Encouraging Aspiring Teachers to 
Go Global through Fulbright
Sabrina Caldwell

Creating Connections
Aileen Hale

Lafayette Fellowship - A New Graduate Scholarship in France 
for Tomorrow’s Leaders
Florence Botello

United by Voice: Bridging Cultures Through Art Song
Lori Sen

Building Bridges Through Science: How Fulbright Shaped 
Climate and Water Cooperation in the Nile Basin
Assefa Melesse

Reflections on Aging, End-of-Life, and Belonging in a Foreign 
Land
Kenzo Kimura

Taking the Humanities Global Through the Fulbright
Scholar-In-Residence Program
David Alvarez

Sharing Fulbright Specialist: Adding Credibility
Andrej Milic

The Heterogeneity of Sustainability: Examples from Suriname 
and Kerala, India
Nancy Wright

The Fulbright FLTA Experience as a Transformative Pedagogical 
Journey: Identity, Challenges, and Growth
Hilal Peker, Hidayat Angga, Clarisse Halpern

Becoming the Mentor You Needed
Bryce Moulton, John DeFraites III

Advocacy in a Time of Global and Domestic Headwinds
How are advocates for international exchange, human rights, and 
education navigating today’s polarized political climate? What strategies 
work when public support fluctuates and policymakers’ priorities shift?
Adrienne Jacobs, Asst. Director/Head of Advocacy, Alliance for 
International Exchange
Sarah Yager, Washington Director, Human Rights Watch
Moderator: Angela Schaffer, Executive Director, Fund for Education Abroad
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6

3

7

8
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8:30 AM - 9:15 AM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

SIPA II 258 & 259

# TABLE

10

11

12

13

14
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Affordable Resilient Living: Modular Climate-Proof Housing for 
Vulnerable Coastal Communities in Florida
Ulfa Kun Aulia

Positioning Your Fulbright Experience to Create Amazing 
Professional and Personal Opportunities!
Maryalice Mazzara

Transforming English Education: A Fulbright Scholar’s Research 
Drives Inclusive Classrooms in Ukraine
Olena Tanchyk

Lead with Intuition: Global Research Demonstrates That EQ 
and Intuition Drive Exceptional Leadership Results and Also 
Contribute to the Burnout Epidemic
Christina Clinton

It Takes a Village
Karolyn (Kay) Stonefelt

Immigrants’ Voting Rights in the United States as a Vehicle for 
Their Integration
Miroslava Colan

The Challenge of Managing Emerging Technologies
Francisco Suazo

A Network of Laws to Support Management of a Regional 
Aquifer in South America: Advances in Governance
Catherine Tinker, Pilar Carolina Villar

Once Rejected, Twice Fulbrighter, Forever a Scholar
Rocío López Caicedo

Social Solutions to Cyber Challenges
Patrick Kyhos

Rethinking Assessment: How Educational Principles Can 
Improve Real-World Problem Solving
Nisrina Nurika Agustin

Influence of Oceanographic Variability on the Foraging Area 
Selection of Loggerhead Turtles (Caretta caretta) in the 
Eastern Gulf of America (2019–2024)
Allison Centeno-Chaves

Fulbright Eats: A Case Study in Culinary Advocacy
Kayla Alexander, Ryan Sutherland

Active Shooter Preparedness in University Settings: From 
Guayaquil, Ecuador to Eastern North Carolina
Sarah Maness

A Novel Approach to Treat Trastuzumab-Resistant HER2+ 
Breast Cancer: Activation of PKCδ
Maria Grazia Mejia M

Healthcare Without Borders for Humans and Animals
Chippewa Thomas, Muralikrihnan Dhanasekaran
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5

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

SIPA II 103

# POSTER
10

9

11

12

13

14

16

15

10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

SELMA JEANNE COHEN DANCE LECTURE: SASHAR ZARIF

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

Zarif’s groundbreaking, decades-long 
practice spans 40 countries, bridging 
tradition and contemporary expression 
shaped by revolution, war, displacement, 
and exile. Through Moving Memories 
and the Dance of Mugham, he fuses 
movement, sound, poetry, and thought. 
Rooted in Sufi, Shamanic, and Central 
Asian lineages, his collaborative work 
reimagines heritage.
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Fulbright Eats: A Case Study in Culinary Advocacy
Ryan Sutherland, Kayla Alexander Huhn

How My Fulbright Experiences Led to a Historic Meeting with 
Living Descendants of My Family’s Former Enslavers
Nadira Branch

The Bi-Directional Impact of Fulbright: Culture Shock at Re-
Entry May Be an Overlooked Outcome
Darlene DeMarie, Jennifer Bugos, Vlada Lisenco

Fresh Eyes, New Voices for Old Stories
Denise Elaine Heap, Alaina Tennant, Jennifer Rosenfeld

Adversity as an Entrepreneurial Innovation and Creativity
Masachs Boungou

Cultivating Changemakers & Bridgebuilders: Centering Student 
Voice for Engagement and Impact
Shanaal Greene

Teacher Professional Development Challenges in Kenya
Lyndah Naswa Wasike

From Academics to Global Leaders: the Role of Cybersecurity in 
an Interconnected Present
Luciano Monchiero

From Fulbright to the Frontlines: Bridging Global Legal Education 
and Local Human Rights Advocacy.
Isabella Leal Aguilar

Bridging Continents: Advancing Academic Literacy Through 
Fulbright Collaborations
Mariyeni Matariro

Bridging Differences, Building Understanding: Child Participation 
and Cross-Cultural Dialogue
Angela K. Salmon

Inclusive Voices in Action: A Case Study of Disability Advocacy 
through Educational Podcast Series and Dialogue in Mozambique
Vanessa Macamo

Sowing Seeds Across Borders: The Fulbright Program’s Role in 
Advancing Agricultural Research
Shikha Dixit

Piggybacking: Virtual Exchange for Global Arts Education
Heidi C. Powell

Bridging Cultural Divides Through Music
Caroline Pearsall

“Lessons Learned” in Education, Advocacy, Service: Do current 
events present opportunities for advancing the Fulbright Mission?
Jim B. Fatzinger

From Setback to Success: A Tale of Two Fulbright Trips
Alan Buck
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11:30 AM - 12:15 PM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

SIPA II 258 & 259

# TABLE
10

9

11

16

12

17
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14

15
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2:00 PM - 2:45 PM

PANEL: LEARN

SASC 160 AUDITORIUM

Global Academic Exchange in a Changing Higher Ed Policy Landscape 
International student mobility and academic exchange programs face new 
pressures: demographic changes, financial challenges, visa policy shifts, and 
geopolitical tensions. What is the data telling us — and how can institutions 
adapt?
Rodrick Miller, CEO, Miami-Dade Beacon Council
Sarah Spreitzer, VP/Chief of Staff, American Council of Education
Moderator: Dr. Hilary Landorf, Asst. VP for Global Learning Initiatives, FIU

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM

LUNCHEON (OPEN TO ALL CONFERENCE ATTENDEES)	

CHAPTER AND INTEREST GROUP AWARDS

SASC 100

SASC 160 AUDITORIUM

HerPivot provides career coaching 
and mentorship services to a global 
community of women, with a mission 
to support professionals through 
challenging career transitions. Across all 
backgrounds, HerPivot offers a platform 
that inspires and empowers women 
through storytelling, mentorship, and 
professional development opportunities. 
 
Contact: info@herpivot.org Make your career PIVOT today, 

visit www.herpivot.org
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Global Immersion Through Fulbright-Hays: A Model for 
Transformative Learning
Amy Roberts, Dilnoza Khasilova

Reframing Disinformation: A Fulbright Collaboration on Global 
North Assumptions and Global South Realities
Mario Cerna, Ashera Barron

Connecting Communities and Water Quality along Colombia’s 
Caribbean Coast
Margot Mattson

Still Dancing, Still Connected: The Enduring Impact of a Fulbright 
Experience in Taiwan
Lisa Fusillo

Let’s Talk About the Air We Breathe: Finding Global Solutions to 
Local Problems
Muhammad Shehzaib Anjum Ali

Cybersecurity Research and Teaching Experiences at the 
University of Iceland (UI)
Rakesh Verma

Navigating the Infodemic: Reflections on Indonesian University 
Students’ Digital Literacy and Fact-Checking Initiatives During 
COVID-19
Zainuddin Muda Z. Monggilo

Sustainable Groundwater Management Around the Globe: 
Avoiding Groundwater Overdraft, Land Subsidence, and 
Contamination
David Sandino

Decolonial AI Pedagogy in Practice: Lessons from a Fulbright 
Scholar’s Intervention in South African Higher Education
Jill M. Humphries, Anele Dloto

Empowering Global Youth Through STEAM: A Binational 
Underwater Robotics Experience in Colombia
Marcelo Caplan, Aaron Cortes

A Theatrical Journey from Outback to Opening Night with 
Australian Aboriginals and Native Americans
Gretchen Ward Warren

Critical Thinking, Artificial Intelligence (LLM’s) and Global 
Engagement: Models for Fulbright Fellows
Robert Winston Taylor

Greece at the Turning Point: How US Marshall Plan Officials Piloted 
US Aid Programs during the Greek Civil War
Harrison Blackman

Nature-based Solutions for Drought Resilience in the MENA Region
Amin Shaban

Global Forces Changing Local Beliefs: The Diversity Revolution and 
the Agency of the Consumer in the Age of Streaming Services
Ana-Maria Calancea

Adīšanas Stāsts: A Latvian Knitting Book Exploring Traditions, 
Histories, and People
Paul Haesemeyer

Therapeutic Potential of Indian Classical Raga in Autism Spectrum 
Disorder
Neelima Chauhan

Resting-State Connectivity Alterations in Female Anorexia Nervosa 
Patients: The Role of the Body Image Distortion Phenotype
Sreyas Yennampelli

Mapping AI Governance in U.S. States: Policymakers’ Priorities
Ganchimeg Namsrai

The Magical Anans in Awajun Indigenous Culture in Peru 
Maia Lamarque

1
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4

3:00 PM - 3:45 PM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

SIPA II 103

# POSTER

10

11

16

12

17

13

14

18

19

20

15
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United World Citizens: Fulbright and the Fight for Diplomacy 
and Against Provincialism
Andrew Martino

Beyond Best Practices: Co-creating Capacity through Context 
and Community
Joy Makua

“In Times When We Need Each Other Most”
Lia Uribe

Connecting Across Cultures: The Fulbright Chicago Mentoring 
Program
Meghan McAuliffe, Marina Oberemok

Exploring the Fulbright Experience Through Autoethnography
Kimberly M Johnson

Becoming a Global Leader: The Impact of Fulbright on U.S. 
Higher Education Presidents
Carolyn J Stefanco

Two Voices, One Hope: Fulbright Afghan Women Discuss 
Resistance, Education, and Loss
Sudaba Parnian, Hassina Neekzad

Barriers, Laws, and Leadership: Women’s Pathways to Equity in 
India
Alexandra Blitzer, Anagha Kikkeri

Extending the Fulbright Impact: Post-Award Collaboration and 
Virtual Internationalization
John Donnellan

Sustaining the Fulbright Impact through Post-Assignment 
Passion Projects
Patrice Moulton, Michael Malinowski, Kevin Quigley

From Global to Local: Relational Engagement for Rural 
Community Development
Heather Bandeen

Where From Here? Weaving Indigenous Knowledge into 
Interventions for Inclusive Mathematics Education
Toni Ariwijaya

From Trauma to Triumph: The Use of Storytelling in Disaster 
Recovery
Roshan Khatri

After the Dismantling: Reimagining Foreign Assistance for a New 
Era
Anjali Kaur

Expanding Interfaith Dialogue in Pakistan
Iqbal Akhtar

Biomechanics for Community Health: A Student-Led Approach to 
Data Collection and Professional Development
Javier Batista
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3:00 PM - 3:45 PM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
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4:00 PM - 4:45 PM 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM

5:00 PM - 5:45 PM

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM

PANEL: ENGAGE PANEL: EMPOWERING YOUTH FOR GLOBAL ACTION

PLENARY FIRESIDE CHAT: GROW

BREAK

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

SIPA II LOBBY

Global Ideas, Local Impact
How organizations leverage international perspectives to address 
challenges at home—and how to navigate the tension between global vision 
and local realities.
Matthew Hughes, President, World Affairs Councils of America
Khadija Ghazi, VP of Innovation and Development, Draper University
Moderator: Francesca Quesada de Covey, VP of Community Impact, Knight 
Foundation

How do we move youth from participants to policymakers? Evidence-based 
pathways for young people to shape agendas at home and abroad, with 
concrete commitments across public, private, and philanthropic partners. 
Natalia Zea, Chief Public Policy & Engagement Officer, The Children’s Trust 
Clinton White, Founder & CEO, Counselor Global Solutions
Moderator: Gioia Gentile, Miami-Dade College Dual-Enrollment Student

The Future of Work and the Skills to Thrive in It
Technological disruption, climate change, and shifting demographics are 
transforming the global labor market. What jobs will define the next 
decade, and how can Fulbright alumni position themselves to lead?
Sam Vaghar, Executive Director, Millennium Campus Network
Mark Grobmyer, Chairman, Global Solutions Institute
Moderator: Sarah Happel, Spectrum Leadership Solutions

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
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Prototype Your Life: Empowering Youth and Expanding Impact in 
International Contexts
Marcia J. Harr Bailey

Sub un Singur Acoperiș: Fostering LGBTQ+ Belonging in Our 
Romanian Classrooms
Oleander Reagan-Artemis

Beyond the Algorithm: A Framework for Implementing Equitable 
Digital Health in Diverse Global Health Settings
Lamine Chikhaoui

Evolution of Higher Education in Tanzania
Gerald F. Murphy

Therapeutic Role of Δ8-THC in Experimental Autoimmune 
Hepatitis Through Regulation of miR-199a-3p and miR-100-5p
Hamida Hamida

Growing with the Film Industry in Paraguay
Mariana Pineda

Bridging Design, Research, and Community Resilience: Fulbright 
Experiences in Self-Built Settlements in Mozambique and Côte 
d’Ivoire
Jean-Martin Caldieron

Code Meets Culture: Building Indonesia’s Sustainability Tomorrow
Syarifah Ismailiyah Al Athas

From Finland to the Front Range: Project Happiness and the Local 
Impact of Global Education
Amy Robbins

Shared Roots: Music of the Jewish Spanish Diaspora and the Middle 
East/ North Africa
Vanya Green Assuied

From Legacy to Virality: Leveraging TikTok to Engage the Next 
Generation of Fulbright Scholars
Akyunia Labiba, Najah Raniyah

I Found Home in Unexpected Places — Fulbright Student’s Journey 
of Identity and Belonging in the U.S
Anitha Dushimirimana

Wireless Security for a Global Future
Amna Gillani

Strengthening the Continuum of Primary, Emergency Maternal and 
Newborn Referral Care Systems in Rural Ghana Using Embedded 
Implementation Research
Rohit Mukherjee, Justin Benton

Building Local, Thinking Global: Advancing Sustainable 
Construction through Mass Timber
Shakira Nyiratuza, Deasy Pasaribu

“No One Told Us”: Realities of Reproductive Health in Sierra Leone
Georgina Adatsi
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10:15 AM - 11:00 AM
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Protecting the vulnerable: A Critical Analysis of Mental Capacity 
Assessment in Tanzania.
Tusekile Mwaklundwa

From Exchange to Transformation: Extending Fulbright Through 
Justice-Oriented Higher Education Literacy Projects
Kristian Stewart

Engaging the Fulbright Community via a First-ever Statewide 
Symposium in Michigan
Richard Scott Cohen, Nailya Delellis, Daniel Hayes

From Shame to Strength: Fulbrighters Advancing Heritage 
Language Equity, Healing, and Belonging Through Social 
Innovation
Persis Naumann

Mediating Meaning Online: Insights from Pakistan’s Women’s 
March
Shewar Shikoh Khan

Crafting Your Fulbright Story: An Interactive Workshop on 
Amplifying Fulbright’s Lasting Impact
Christina Rozek

Lessons from Weimar Germany: Resisting Erasure and Defending 
LGBTQIA+ Rights
Alex Yakacki

Global Classrooms, Local Impact: Inquiry-Based Learning for 
Engagement, Relevance, and Equity
Rochelle L. Darville, Ph.D, Vickie M. Crockett, EdS

Leveraging Virtual Approaches to Support Programming and 
Knowledge Sharing: A Fulbright Association Chapter Approach
Tom Butkiewicz

Cultural Intelligence as Currency: The Exchange Rate for 
Innovation, Trust, and Competitive Edge
Kristen Magni

Our Blue Commons: Sustaining and Renewing the Ocean and 
Seabed
Kathleen Lusk Brooke

Nisidotaading in Action: Centering Mutual Understanding in 
Fulbright Outreach and Impact
Kelly La Venture

From Field Insight to Global Collaboration: A Fulbright-Informed 
Initiative on Gendered Climate Resilience
Ammcise Apply

Local to Global Knowledge: A Fulbright COIL Project Connecting 
Learners in Taiwan and Wyoming Through the Study of Inventions
Amy Roberts, Makena Cameron, Andrea Gabathuler
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10:15 AM - 11:00 AM

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

SIPA II 258 & 259
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11:15 AM - 12:00 PM

PANEL: AI’S IMPACT ON ACADEMIA, BUSINESS, AND 
GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

SIPA I 125 AUDITORIUM

From hype to value—rapid upskilling and verifiable credentials, responsible-
use guardrails, and cross-border norms that boost productivity without 
widening inequality.
Kat Duffy, Sr. Fellow, Digital/Cyberspace, Council on Foreign Relations
Jesús Rosario, Senior Partnerships Director, Coursera
Moderator: Zak Kidd, CEO, AskHumans
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INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS
Arizona State University
Augusta University
Austin Community College
Ball State University
Barnard College
Bellarmine University
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brown University
California State University, Bakersfield
California State University, Dominguez 
Hills
California State University, Fresno
California State University, Long Beach
California State University, Los Angeles
California State University, San 
Bernardino
Case Western Reserve University
Christopher Newport University
Claremont McKenna College
Colby College
Colorado College
Columbia University
Davidson College
Davidson-Davie Community College
DePauw University
Drake University
Duke University
Elizabethtown College
Elon University
Erin Southworth
Fashion Institute of Technology
Florida A&M University
Florida Global University
Florida International University
Florida State University
Fordham University
Foundation for Scholarly Exchange 
(Fulbright Taiwan)
Fulbright Austria
Furman University
George Mason University

Georgia Southern University
Georgia State University
Gonzaga University
Grambling State University
Grinnell College
Harvard Graduate School of Education
Hofstra University
Hope College
Houston Community College
Hungarian-American Fulbright 
Commission
Indiana University
IREX
Ithaca College
Lincoln University
Longwood University
Luther College
Macalester College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Miami Dade College
Minnesota State University, Mankato
Mississippi State University
Mississippi University for Women
Morgan State University
Mount Holyoke College
Mount St. Mary’s University
Nazareth University
North Carolina A&T State University
Northeastern University
Northern Arizona University
Northwestern University
Oakland University
Oklahoma State University
Pennsylvania State University
Pitzer College
Prairie View A&M University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Radford University
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

"MOMENTS" IN U.S.
DIPLOMATIC HISTORY

ADST
Website

—  T H E  H O N O R A B L E
 S A M  N U N N

Our Products

ORAL HISTORIES
2,643

1063

BOOKS

112

PODCASTS

134

. . . and more!

Capturing, preserving, and
sharing the experiences of

America's diplomats

We are a nonpartisan
educational 501(c)(3)
established in 1986

with the goal of
documenting and

sharing our nation’s
history through the

oral histories of
American foreign

affairs professionals.
including

Fulbrighters!

Fulbright Snapshot

 
E x p l o r e  O u r  O r a l  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n !

Become A
Member

LEARN MORE

SUPPORT
DIPLOMATIC

ORAL HISTORY “ I f  y o u  e v e r  w a n t  a  g o o d
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  t h e

F u l b r i g h t  p r o g r a m ,
e v e r y o n e  e xc e p t  o n e

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c a b i n e t  w a s
a  F u l b r i g h t  s c h o l a r  i n

S l o v e n i a .”

—  A M B A S S A D O R  
N A N C Y  E L Y - R A P H E L ,  
A D S T  O R A L  H I S T O R Y

ABOUT
Fulbright
Snapshot

“We want foreign
students because
they represent a

resource. We want
Fulbrighters

because that is
prestige.”

—  WILLIAM DIETRICH, 
USIA OFFICER
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Rice University
Ringling College of Art and Design
Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey
Saint Louis University
Salisbury University
San Francisco State University
School of Visual Arts
Scripps College
Southeastern Louisiana University
St. Olaf College
St. Philip’s College
Stanford University
State University of New York at Oswego
Syracuse University
Taylor University
Texas A&M University
Texas State University
The Ohio State University
The University of Alabama
The University of Texas at Dallas
The University of the South
Towson University
Tufts University
Tulane University
University of Arizona
University of Arkansas
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, San Francisco
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
University of Kansas Medical Center
University of Kentucky

University of Maine
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County
University of Massachusetts at Amherst
University of Miami
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
University of Mississippi
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
University of New England
University of North Carolina at Asheville
University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte
University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington
University of North Florida
University of Notre Dame
University of Oklahoma
University of Pittsburgh, UCIS
University of Puget Sound
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of Scranton
University of South Alabama
University of South Florida
University of Tennessee - Knoxville
University of Utah
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire
University of Wisconsin - Madison
University of Wyoming
Vassar College
Virginia Military Institute
Virginia State University
Walden University
Washington & Jefferson College
Wayne State University
West Chester University
Western Michigan University
Western Washington University
William & Mary
World Learning
Yale University

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS (CONT’D) Chapter/Interest Group
Alabama

Arizona
Arkansas

CA - Claremont Consortium
CA - Greater Los Angeles

CA - Inland Empire
CA - Northern California

CA - San Diego
Colorado

Community Colleges
Connecticut

DC/MD/VA - NCAC
FL: Mid-Florida

FL: South Florida
Fulbrighters with Disabilities

Georgia
Hawaii

IL - Chicago
India

Indiana
Iowa

Ireland
Israel
Italy
Italy

Kentucky
Louisiana

Massachusetts
MI - Michigan/NW Ohio

MI - West and Mid-Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi

MN/WI - Seven Rivers Region
Nebraska

New Hampshire
New Jersey

New Mexico
North Carolina

North Dakota
Norway

NY - Central New York
NY - Eastern New York
NY - Greater New York

NY/PA - W NY & NW Pennsylvania
OH - Central Ohio

OH - Northeast Ohio
Oregon

PA - Greater Pittsburgh
PA - Philadelphia/Delaware Valley

Rhode Island
South Carolina

Spain
Thailand
Thailand

TX - Austin
TX - Brazos Valley

TX - Dallas
TX - Houston / SE Texas

TX - San Antonio
VA - Central Virginia

Virtual Walden Chapter
Western Washington

Wyoming

Contact
Chippewa Thomas

Zain Khalpey
Christina Standerfer

Edel Jose
Aaron J Kleist
Roberto Rivera

Leslie Carol Roberts
Andra Jacques

Lee Mottola
David J Smith

Tatiana Melendez-Rhodes
Ann Aurelia Kennedy

Carmen Valdez Gauthier
Lynne Ogren

Geghie Alayna Davis-Tillie
Kristina Echols

Carlos E. Juárez
Adam Fuss

Mrinalini Watson
Leslie Bozeman
Peter Orazem

Lazelle Benefield
Chris Prejean

Nicole Lautze Maresca
Meagan Green Labunski

Jim Fatzinger
Rose Honegger

Tasha Eileen O’Hara
Daniel Hayes

Richard Scott Cohen
Gwyneth Rachel Bravo

Masey Smith
Gary Gilmore
Dawne Curry

Willem DeVries
Joyce Richardson
Cleophas Muneri

Sasapin “Grace” Prakalapakorn
Lavinia Iancu

Kristin A. Risley
Lyn Blanchfield

Kim Stote
Kathleen Bakarich

Ted Schwalbe
Christine O’Malley

Dr. Philip David Weinsier
Hyunsoo Lee

Richelle Bernazzoli
Matthew Smith

Alana Deluty
Alex Akulli

Rachel Elaine Hunkler
Ann Aurelia Kennedy

Kelsey Woodrick
Robert Watkins

Bob Harmel
Amanda Bennett

Kathleen Hanviriyapunt Sison
Andrew Hill
Fred Borch

Nadia Delanoy
Robert Wetherington

Dilnoza F. Khasilova, Ph.D.

Email
thoma07@auburn.edu
zikhalpey@gmail.com
ccstanderfer@clintonschool.uasys.edu
edelmarie.jose@fulbrightmail.org
president@fulbright-gla.org
roberto.rivera@fulbright.org
leslier7@gmail.com
andra.jacques@fulbrightmail.org
mottolalee@gmail.com
davidjsmith@davidjsmithconsulting.com
tmelendezm@hotmail.com
a.akennedy@gmail.com
cgauthier@flsouthern.edu
ogrenlynne@gmail.com
fwd@fulbright.org
kristina.echols@fulbrightmail.org
carlos.juarez@fulbrightmail.org
adambfuss@gmail.com
mrinalini.watson@fulbrightmail.org
lesliebozeman@hotmail.com
pfo@iastate.edu
Lazelle-benefield@ouhsc.edu
chrisprejean@ucla.edu
lautze@hawaii.edu
Meagan@curatedtouring.com
jim.fatzinger@vanderbilt.edu
roseh@louisiana.edu
tasha.eileen@gmail.com
mr.dphayes@gmail.com
RichardScottCohen@ferris.edu
gwynethb88@gmail.com
mls524@msstate.edu
gilmore.gary@uwlax.edu
dcurry2@unl.edu
willem.devries@unh.edu
jsrmusic@aol.com
cmuneri@unm.edu
grace.prakalapakorn@duke.edu
lavinia.iancu@und.edu
risleyk@uwstout.edu
lyn.blanchfield@oswego.edu
kim.stote@sunyempire.edu
kbakarich@gmail.com
ted.schwalbe@fredonia.edu
omalley.44@osu.edu
philipw@bgsu.edu
wanderer85326@gmail.com
rbernazz@andrew.cmu.edu
wesselyni@gmail.com
alana.deluty@gmail.com
alexakulli@gmail.com
rachelhunkler@gmail.com
a.akennedy@gmail.com
kew2145@tc.columbia.edu
robert.watkins@austin.utexas.edu
r-harmel@tamu.edu
amandakathleenwhite@gmail.com
kathleen.sison@gmail.com
ahill76@alamo.edu
Fred.borch@gmail.com
nadia.delanoy@ucalgary.ca
robertewetherington@gmail.com
dkhasilo@uwyo.edu

U.S. CHAPTER & INTEREST GROUP NETWORK
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The 1946 Society 2025 Lifetime Achievement Award

Honoree: Dr. Mary Ellen Heian Schmider

Fred Acker
Elizabeth Adkins-Regan
Joan Anderson
David Roger Anthony
Richard T. Arndt
John Ausura*
Gyorgy Baffy
Cynthia A. Baldwin
R. Michelle Beale
Pamela Berkowsky
Bettina Blake
Celia Maria Blandon
Frederic Borch*
David and Katherine Bradley
Bertram C. and Susan Bruce
Dianne Buckminster
Max Burns
Natalie Cabral
Marilyn B. Callander*
Jeanne Carr
Julissa Castellanos
Judy Chin
Allison Cheung
Timothy Cobau
Margo P. Cohen
Pete Colhoun
Richard A. Colignon
Gregory Cooper
Jerome Cooper
Henry van Tuyl Cotter
Pamela Cook
Alex Counts
Michael DeLucia
Nils de Mol van Otterloo
Nancy and Fuad El-Hibri
Jenise Englund
Pauline Eveillard
Rowena Ferguson
Fulton Fischer*
Bruce A. Fowler*
Scott Friedman*
Marilyn Gaddis
Adele Garkida
Alison Gardy
Philip O. Geier
Robert Gervasi
Heather Godsmark
Kay Goss
Krishna Guha
Sudha Haley

Mufi Hannemann
Sarah Happel
Beverly Hawk
Ivor Glen Harrison
Robert Helm*
Loren Hershey*
Hoylond Hong
Stanley Jacobson
Patricia Lee Kasschau
Ann Kennedy
Elbrun Kimmelman
Sung-Hou Kim
Joan Kluwe
Peter Kolker
Catherine Kodat
J. Michael Korff
Torsten Kracht
Bill Krantz
William Krantz
Teh-Lung Ku
Ashley Floyd Kuntz
Howard Kwon
Leland Lazarus
Mary McCall Leland
Caroline Levander
Ann von Briesen Lewis
Elsa Limbach
Carol Littleton
DeDe Long
Eric Lopez
Edward Macner
Michael Malinowski
Walter McCollum, PhD
Charlotte McDaniel
Julia McNamara
Assefa Melesse
Donald Mooers
Bryce M. Moulton
Patrice Moulton
Sherry Mueller
Susan Leider Munzer
Kenia Najera
Nancy Neill*
H. Andréa Neves*
Sharon Nickols
Stacey Nickson
Hilda Ochoa-Brillembourg
Lynne Ogren
Elizabeth A. Payling-Wright
Stephen Penman

Mitzi Perdue
Mathew Pezon
Manfred Philipp
James Polshek
Kevin Quigley
Kamala Raghavan
K.V. Rao
Philip Rakita
Ramesh Ramakrishnan
Birgitta Rausch-Montoto
Gordon Rausser
R. Fenton-May
Ralf Remshardt
Dolores Rinke
Rondal M. Rodgers
Anthony Rionda
Roberto Rivera
Jenifer Rogers
H. David Rosenbloom
Panarat Rohleder
Ulku Rowe
Adam Sachs
Angela Salmon
Harold Scott
Robert Schock
Mary Ellen Schmider*
Michael Sette
Suzanne Siskel
Georgia Shreve
Donald Sparks*
Mary Stanton
George Tesar
Brendan Thomson
Malena Torres
Charles G. Vandenberghe
Anthony Viscusi
William Vocke
John Vogel*
Josh Weston
Brian White
Nancy S. York*

In Memoriam
Jeanine Plottel
Hoyt Purvis
Mary Jane Roberts

* Indicates Inaugural 1946 member

The 1946 Society is a giving program that honors the founding 
year of the Fulbright Program, 1946. Founded in 2015 to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Fulbright Program, 
the 1946 Society offers a reliable base of financial support 
for our national programming. To join the 1946 Society or learn 
more, visit www.fulbright.org/1946-society.

The Fulbright Association proudly 
recognizes Dr. Mary Ellen Heian Schmider 
with its 2025 Lifetime Achievement 
Award, honoring more than five 
decades of leadership in education, 
international exchange, and dedicated 
service to the Fulbright community. 
 
A two-time Fulbright Senior Scholar 
(China, 1997; Macedonia, 2005), Dr. 
Schmider has taught and lectured across 
Asia, Europe, and the Balkans, and reached 
U.S. military communities in Germany 
and Turkey through the University 
of Maryland Global Campus. Her 
scholarship—especially on Jane Addams—
champions education as a bridge to civic 
responsibility and global understanding. 
 
As Graduate Dean Emerita at Minnesota State University Moorhead, 
she helped launch Women’s Studies, Public Administration, Liberal Arts, 
and the University Writing Center. Within the Association, she twice 
served as Interim Executive Director, was elected Board President, and 
chaired the international committees for the J. William Fulbright Prize 
for International Understanding—presenting the Prize to Angela Merkel 
(2019) and leading the 2022 award to Bono. She created the Outstanding 
Chapter Awards and expanded Service and Insight Travel Programs. 
 
Recent honors include recognition during Women’s History Month 
(2019), a UMGC Certificate of Appreciation, and the 2024 DAAD/
DAAD Alumni Association USA Lifetime Achievement Award for 
International Exchange. Beyond Fulbright, she has led the Minnesota 
Humanities Commission, served as vice president of the LCA Board for 
Higher Education, and sat on the Thrivent Financial corporate board. 
 
“For decades, Dr. Schmider has embodied the mission of Fulbright—
bringing people together across borders, championing education as a 
pathway to peace, and ensuring that the alumni community remains strong 
and engaged,” said Dr. Walter McCollum, President and Chair, Fulbright 
Association National Board of Directors. “We are honored to recognize her 
with the Lifetime Achievement Award as a tribute to her remarkable legacy 
of leadership and service.”
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